Early Broadford toilets.

1. The ‘Long-drop’ toilet. 

The outside toilet building (dunny) was constructed over a deep, narrow hole, down at the bottom of the garden. This usually lasted for a few years, and when the hole was full the building was moved over to a new hole and the old hole was covered in. These toilets were rather smelly and attracted a lot of flies.

2. The pan toilet.  (Like the one in the Pavillion building)

Pans, or ‘dunny cans’, took the place of the deep hole under the seat in the ‘dunny.’ The pan was collected each week by the ‘pan man,’ who was a man employed by the shire. These toilets were also pretty smelly and attracted similar numbers of flies.

The cans were taken away by horse and cart and the contents were buried somewhere away from the town. For many years this was out past the present Broadford golf course. Bob Hammett was an early ‘pan man’ and he was followed by Percy Knight 

For people living out of town, the job of emptying the pan often fell to the father of the household, who dug a hole in some distant part of the property. 

3. Septic tanks. 

Early septic toilets in Broadford looked just like modern toilets today. They were often inside the house, instead of out in the backyard and they were much cleaner and less smelly than earlier toilets. Septic toilets are still used at many homes outside Broadford today, where town sewerage is not available. 

4. Town sewerage. 

Broadford built its water treatment plant in the 1980s. Houses in the town had to have their toilets converted from septic tanks to town sewerage. Now all the effluent is piped to the water treatment plant north of the town. 

After treatment the water is used to grow trees on land adjacent to the ponds, and large numbers of water-birds regularly stop by there on their north/south flight paths.

